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NIKODIM P. KONDAKOV
AND MIKHAIL I. ROSTOVTZEV:
A TEACHER AND HIS DISCIPLE

In memoriam Heinz Heinen

The influence of the outstanding scholar N. P. Kondakov and his research school
on M. I. Rostovtzev as a scholar was multifaceted and powerful. The main lines of
this influence are traced here: the young Rostovtzev’s attendance of his teacher’s
lectures on art history and archaeology at the university, his participation in the
circle established by Kondakov at the Museum of Antiquities, their joint research
trips, especially to Italy and Spain in 1896, Rostovtzev’s visits to the jours fixes in
Kondakov’s home (the so-called Liberal Academy), his personal meetings and
talks with Kondakov and Kondakov’s pupils, especially with Ya. I. Smirnov and
S. A. Zhebelev, and his study of Kondakov’s scholarly works. M. I. Rostovtzev
took a new approach to the animal style, which his teacher had researched for many
decades. Kondakov’s idea that “mixing one’s own (local) forms and the forms of
another people leads to the creation of something new” in culture and art was
developed in detail by Rostovtzev using the example of Scythia and the Bosporus.
This essay shows that the idea of progress in its pure form, which was relevant to
the humanities and social sciences of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, was alien to both teacher and disciple. Having passed through Kondakov’s
school, M. I. Rostovtzev had completely mastered its characteristic method and
was able to conduct a stylistic analysis of the most diverse works of art. However,
he did not become an art historian, perhaps because he had another teacher, the
celebrated philologist F. F. Zelinsky, thanks to whom, as a researcher, he was able
to profit from the life-giving source of classical philology. N. P. Kondakov was first
and foremost an art historian and a Byzantinist, but also an archaeologist. For his
part, M. I. Rostovtzev can rightfully be considered an archaeologist, all the more so
because he directed the excavations at Dura-Europos in 1928-1937. However,
archaeology was not the main focus of his scholarly interests. He was one of the
very rare universal scholars of antiquity in this era who was capable of working
professionally in many branches of classical studies. Most of all, he was an ancient
historian who was able to view the history of the ancient world as a kind of union
of politics, economics, social relations, religion, culture and everyday life.
M. L. Rostovtzev, as well as his prominent teachers N. P. Kondakov and F. F. Ze-
linsky, belongs to the classical tradition associated with St Petersburg.
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Bnusiaue Beinaromerocss yueHoro H. IT. KongakoBa u ero HayyHOW HIKOJNBI Ha
M. U. PocToBueBa Kak uccienoBaresns ObIO MHOTOCTOPOHHUM M MOIIHBIM. 31eCh
MPOCIIEKEHbl OCHOBHbIEC JIMHUM 3TOTO BIMSHUS: MOCeLIeHrne MooaeiM PocToBie-
BBIM JIEKIUI] €r0 yYUTeNs 10 HICTOPUH HCKYyCCTBA U apXEOJIOTMH B YHUBEPCUTETE,
ero yuyactue B co3maHHOM KoHIakoBBIM kpyowcke npu Mysee /[pesnocmeti, WX
COBMECTHBIE HCCIIEJOBaTEILCKUE MOEe31KH, ocodbeHHo no Wrammm u Hcnanunm
B 1896 romy, mocemenue owcypghuxcoe B nome KoHnakoBa (Tak HazbiBaeMas
Ce0000Has Axademus), THIHBIE BCTpeun W obOmieHne PocToBueBa ¢ yuurtenaem
u ero yueHnkamu, ocodeHHo ¢ . . CmupnoBeiM u C. A. YKeOGenéBbiM, a Takxe
BIIMSTHUE HA HETO Hay4yHbIX TpyaoB Konnakosa. M. 1. PocToBLEeB 10-HOBOMY 11O10-
1€ K U3Y4YEHHIO NPOOJIEeMbI 3BEPUHOTO CTHJISI, KOTOPYIO €r0 YUUTEIb UCCIIEeI0Bal
Ha npotsbkeHuu MHorux aecstuieruil. Uaes H. I1. Konnakosa o ToM, uTo “cmelne-
HHE CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX (MeCTHBIX) (hopM M (hOpM JApyroro Hapojaa MPHBOIHT
K CO3IaHHUIO Yero-To HOBOTO B KYJIBTYpE M MCKYCCTBE, ObUIA JAETalIbHO pa3BUTa
M. U. PocroBuessim Ha npumepe Ckugun u bocnopa. 3nech nokaszaHo, 4To akTy-
ajbHas AJI1 T'yMaHUTapHbIX M COLMalbHbIX HayK koHLa XIX — nHagana XX Beka
ujest mporpecca B €e YNCTOM BUAe ObUIa Uy)KIa M YUUTENI0, U Y4eHHKY. [Ipoiins
mkony KonnmakoBa, M. . PocToBlieB Bcereno oBnajen MPUCYIIMM € MEeTOIOM
Y MOT IIPOBOJUTH CTHJIMCTHUECKUH aHAIN3 pa3HOOOPa3HbBIX MPOM3BEICHUH UCKYC-
crBa. Ho mckyccTBOBeIoM OH HE CTall, BO3MOXKHO, [TOTOMY YTO y HEro ObLI elie
OIVH YYUTEIb, 3HAaMeHUTHIN ¢utonor @. @. 3emmHCKHiA, O1aromgapst KOTOPOMY OH
KaK MCCIeA0BaTelb MOT YepHaTh CUJIbI U3 KMBUTEJIBHOTO MCTOYHHMKA KJIacCHue-
ckoit pmomornu. H. I1. KonnakoB, HECOMHEHHO, OBLT apXeoloroM, HO TPEXIe
BCETO UCKYCCTBOBEIOM M BH3aHTHHHUCTOM. PaBHBIM 0Opa3om n M. U. PocroBresa
IO TIPaBy MOXHO CUUTATh apPXEO0JI0roM, TeM O0JIee ITO OH PYKOBOJHI PACKOIIKaMU
B lypa-EBpormoc (1928-1937). 1 Bce xe apxeonorust He Oblila OCHOBHOW 00ia-
CTBIO €T0 HAyYHBIX HHTepecoB. M. M. PocToBIIEB ObLT OAHUM U3 OYEHD PEIKUX TSI
€ro BPeMEHHU YHUBEPCAIBHBIX NCCIIEIOBAaTENICH aHTHYHOCTH, CIIOCOOHBIX Mpodec-
CHOHaJIbHO paboTaTh BO MHOTHX 0oOsacTsX aHTHKOBeneHHs. Ho mpex/e Bcero oH
OBUI MCTOPUKOM AHTHYHOCTH, CIIOCOOHBIM PacCMaTpHBaTh HCTOPHIO JIPEBHETO
MHpa KaK HEKO€ €AMHCTBO MOJIMTHUKH, 3KOHOMMKH, COLMANBHBIX OTHOUICHHUH,
penuruy, KyJIbTypbl U IOBceAHEBHOM xHU3HU. M. 1. PocToBLIEB, Kak U €ro BbIIAIO-
mecst yaurenst H. I1. Konnakos u @. @. 3enuHCKUi, TpUHAAIEKHUT TON KIIACCH-

YECKOW Tpaaulliu, KoTopas cesizana ¢ [lerepOyprom.
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